192

No. 164

M. COULONDKE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Berlin, July 13, 1939,

THIS Embassy has recently reported to the Ministry numerous
signs of abnormal activity in the German army and of Germany's
obvious preparations for the possibility of an impending war.

The time seems to have come, by co-ordinating these reports, to
attempt to take bearings in order to determine what measures remain
to be taken by Germany to make it ready to go to war; what delay
the execution of these measures may demand; and, especially, how
and how long before an act of aggression we can ascertain that the
execution of last-minute measures has begun. In other words, in the
present state of affairs, do we run the risk of finding ourselves sur-
prised by a war suddenly begun before we have been able to learn
of the German Government's decision to take such a risk?

The most significant information obtained by us so far bears upon
the following points:

(1)  Units   of   the   German   Army   are   changing   their   stations
constantly.    Given the direction of these changes, apparently some-
what haphazard, it seems to be a question of manoeuvres rather than
of a concentration leading to an imminent conflict.    In any case, the
military activity, the intensity of the instruction and training of units,
and their bringing up to strength with reservists, are perfecting the
instrument which may some day be used.    On the other hand, the
ceaseless coming and going of these units, the secrecy maintained
about their movements, and the increasingly frequent summons to
reservists, are of such a nature as to facilitate operations of concen-
tration, which at the outset would not arouse attention because they
would not present symptoms very different from those actually in
existence to-day.

It may, therefore, be asked whether this military activity and the
precautions taken, as much to conceal the operations effected (the
numbers of the regiments on the move have in most cases been taken
off their uniforms) as to let it be known that such operations are in
progress (some reservists are called up long in advance, and the Press
keeps on referring to fortification works being effected in the east),
are at least not partly intended to render it more difficult to recognize
the transition from this state of semi-mobilization to a state of war.

(2)  The departure of troops on manoeuvres leaves in the garrison
towns the impression that it will be a long while before the regiments
return to their quarters.   In fact, it is reported that some units have
set off after making arrangements like those taken before leaving
for the front.    For instance, identity discs have been issued to the
men and they have been instructed to make a note of the addresses
of their families in the individual bundles in which their personal
affects are assembled.